1957-1958 BIDDING CHANGES

As a player’s skill increases, he becomes capable of using more
and more delicate bidding tools. The general standard of play in
the United States has improved so remarkably in the past five years
that most bridge players are now ready for some refinements in
their bidding methods.

AUTOBRIDGE has recognized this for some years and has used
such delicate weapons as the Stayman Convention in Advanced
Deals for a long time. AUTOBRIDGE therefore applauds the recent
decision of leading bridge authorities to introduce minor changes
into the bidding system generally played in this country.

As other changes take place in the methods of the leading players,
from year to year, AUTOBRIDGE will keep pace and will intro-
duce the best new wrinkles for the entertainment and instruction
of its fans. After this sort of pioneering by the best plarers and by
AUTOBRIDGE, the authorities of the future will once more an-
nounce progress so that the general public can enjoy what the top
players and AUTOBRIDGE fans have been using.

Ten changes have been made in the methods now in general use.
In general, the requirements have been ever so slightly raised for
such bids as the opening bid of one in a suit and the raise of partner’s
suit. The change amounts to only 1 point, but even that is worth
knowing about.

There is no change in the way you count points: Each ace is still
4 points, each king is 3, each queen is 2, and each jack is 1 point.
You still need 26 points for game, 33 points for a small slam, and
37 points for a grand slam.

Some interesting new conventions have been approved. One of
these is the Stayman Convention, used for finding a major-suit fit
after an opening bid in notrump. Another is the Jump Overcall,
used now as a shutout bid rather than as a way to show great
strength. Still another is the “unusual notrump,” used to induce
partner to bid a minor suit.

For the next year or two, it must be expected that some players
will use the old methods instead of changing over to the new. For
this reason we advise our fans to be cautious in employing the new
conventions. Be sure that your partner knows what your bid means.
If you're not sure, look for a simple bid instead of using one of these
new artificial bids.

With this word of warning, we now present the recent changes in
bidding methods:

1. Sketchy opening bids are have a comfortable rebid. Other-
out. N¢ more opening bids with wise, you need 14 points for an
12-point hands. You open the opening bid. (You count high
bidding with 13 points if you cards and distribution as well.)
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